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	Objective of the Program

The Global Youth Exchange (GYE) Program was initiated in 1994 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to provide the young people around the globe with an opportunity to exchange their views on global issues from cross-cultural and cross-linguistic perspectives.
 In an effort to promote international mutual understanding, the GYE program invites to Japan promising youths around the globe who will assume great responsibilities in the 21st century, and organizes lectures and sessions for exchange of views on a global topic among the participants. The Program also intends to promote the participants’ understanding of Japan by arranged visits to various cities in Japan as well as by exchanges with the Japanese people. 


	Global Theme of This Year
Youth Culture in the past, today and in the future

~Searching influences given by youth culture ~


	Youth culture has always been attracting attention as a trendsetter in the society. It could have an influence on a society as a whole. Japan’s youth culture is no exception. Furthermore, Japan’s pop culture such as comics, designs, and fashions, etc. has recently been getting popularity even outside Japan. 

   This year GYE Program will provide a place for youths from all over the world to search possible influences given by youth culture under the theme of “Youth Culture in the past, today and in the future”.


 Sub-theme 1: Youth Visual Culture (from Hitchcock to Hayao Miyazaki)

· Visual cultures from films to installation art, TV drama, animated cartoon (from Hitchcock to Hayao Miyazaki) are various and bear the important part of youth culture. Japan’s comics and animated cartoon are now popular around the world. How does/can youth visual culture have an influence to the world? 
 Sub-theme 2: Youth Music (from Beatles to J-POP)

· The youth have been setting trend in music, such as Rock, Pop, Bossa Nova, Reggae, Salsa, etc. Japan’s pop music (J-POP) is also popular especially in Asia. How does/can the youth music have an influence to the world?

Sub-theme 3: Youth Lifestyle (from Coco Chanel to MUJI)
· How does/can youth lifestyle culture, such as food culture including fast-food lead by worldwide restaurant or café chains, youth fashion with originality, and industrial design, have an influence to the world?

 Invited youth 
(1) Professions and expertise of the participants (27 youths including 3 participants from Japan) 

Researchers, activists (event promoters, cultural institution managers, journalists, students in cultural history, art history, contemporary culture etc. (officials of governmental organizations are not eligible)

(2) Invited countries/areas (25 countries/areas including Japan) 

   In order for the participants to develop an active and balanced discussion based upon concrete experiences or illustrations from each country/area, the GYE 2007 invites youths from the following countries/areas:

	Australia, Brazil, China, Cuba, Fiji, France, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Qatar, Russia, Senegal,  Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States, Uzbekistan, Vietnam 


*Only one person from each country/area is invited, except for Japan.

Provisional Schedule of GYE 2007

	   Date
	             Itinerary　 
	Stay

	Aug27(Mon)
28 (Tue)

29(Wed)
30 (Thu)
31 (Fri )
Sep 1 (Sat)

   2 (Sun)
3(Mon)

4(Tue)

5 (Wed)
6 (Thu)
7 (Fri )
8 (Sat)

9(Sun)

10(Mon)
	Arrival in Tokyo
Opening Ceremony, Orientation, Visits<Tokyo>
Visits <Tokyo>, Lecture

Visits <Kyoto>, Japanese traditional culture experience
Visits <Kyoto>, Lecture

Visits <Fukuoka>, Home stay

Home stay

Visits<Fukuoka>, Lecture

   Lecture & Working Sessions 

Working Sessions

Working Sessions

Visits <Tokyo>, Farewell Reception

Public Symposium 

Free Time

Departure from Tokyo
	Tokyo

Tokyo

Tokyo/Kyoto

Kyoto

Kyoto/Fukuoka

Fukuoka

Fukuoka

Fukuoka

Fukuoka

Fukuoka

Fukuoka/Tokyo

Tokyo

  Tokyo

  Tokyo


 (End)
